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PRISON ESCAPE - BROOME REGIONAL PRISON 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Corrective Services) [12.05 pm]:  Mr Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I inform Parliament of the recapture today of three high-security prisoners who escaped early 
yesterday from the maximum-security section of Broome Regional Prison.  While I understand the three are now 
being questioned by Broome police in relation to offences allegedly committed in the town overnight, including 
the alleged theft of a motor vehicle, the fact that they are now back behind bars is excellent news for residents of 
Broome and the wider west Kimberley.  I take the opportunity of congratulating Broome police for their 
excellent work in tracking down and apprehending these escapees less than 36 hours after their escape.  I am 
informed that, acting on information received, police arrested 24-year-old Cody Derek Coomerang in a house in 
Streeter Avenue just after half past nine this morning.  This was quickly followed by the arrest of 18-year-old 
Rodney Brian Edgar in a house in Owen Street, and 19-year-old Lavin John Baird while walking on Pembroke 
Street - both within half an hour of the first arrest.   

These three escapees had been serving sentences for serious offences, including threat to kill, aggravated 
burglary and assault occasioning bodily harm.  Their escape was of grave concern to the government and the 
community, and their timely recapture is a credit to all involved.  As I informed the house yesterday, the people 
of the Kimberley rightly expect that dangerous prisoners are held in secure environments for the protection of 
public safety.  I anticipate that once the prisoners are processed at Broome Police Station, they will appear in 
court to face charges of escaping legal custody and any other offences they may have committed while on the 
run.  Following that, they will be placed in the custody of the Department of Corrective Services and brought to 
Perth under secure escort, where they will ultimately be held in the Casuarina maximum-security prison.   
 


